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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Theme of Heroes and Stereotypes in The Film Pink
Pinky (1949) is one of classical Hollywood cinemas that, although it has taken many years, it still carries rich themes concerning the lives of Black Americans in its era. The film draws significant attention to the series of repression and fears that resulted from racial realities in classical American lives. Watching the movie today, it is easy for one to point out the intensity and depth of racial prejudices and stereotypes that this film displays. Having been released a few years after World War II, the film director approaches the issues of racism and racial stereotypes by deploying such aspects as the characters, the social context, the narrative, and the visual conventions.
The film Pinky, 1949, directed by Elia Kazan tells a story of a young black American woman, Patricia Johnson, also called "Pinky", who goes back to her grandmother's home in the South upon her graduation from a nursing school in the North, where she has spent several years in training. Pinky is a black woman who is fairly light-skinned in complexion. A racial drama starts to unveil early in the film when the ticket-taker at the train to college assumes that Pinky is white and she does not reveal her identity.  Pinky starts to use this as an advantage and passing for white while living in the North. After falling in love with a young white Doctor, she fears that her trick will be known and flees back to her grandmother’s home in the South. Her grandmother, Miss Johnson tries to convince Pinky to stay in the south and help her fellow blacks. But she is resentful, having had a taste of sweeter life in the north. 
At her grandmother’s home, she becomes a nurse for an elderly Miss Em, who happens to be a friend to her grandmother and a member of the family to which the grandmother was a slave.  Although she does not like Miss Em at the beginning, she, later on, develops a bond with Miss Em, who bequeaths her land to Pinky when she later dies.  Em plays an important role in encouraging Pinky and advising her to stop passing or whites and be herself. A cousin to Miss Em contests for this land in a court but luckily the court rules in Pinky's favor (Pinky, 1:21:16-1:32:42).  When Tom touches pinky in the courtroom, the director draws us to the fierce face on Pinky’s face (1:34:04 1:34:14).  According to (Classic Movie Man, 2012), the audience of today may not relate to that fierce face because they may not know that in the 1940s, such a physical contact between Pinky and Tom was enough to have them murdered.  Although Thomas maintains that he loves Pinky and tries to convince her to go back to North and live like a white, she refuses and decides to convert the land she was given into a clinic and a nursery school for the blacks. 
The director gives the main character, pinky as a special role in which she is trapped between the lives of the whites and blacks. He tries to exploit her identity as she can neither be identified as white nor as black. Her identity creates a significant ambiguity which forms an intriguing narrative of this film. This kind of ambiguity is also portrayed in the social units such as family and inheritance depicted by Miss EM, a white woman who bestows her property to a black woman as an inheritance. 


The social contract is also shown by the different types of treatments that Pinky receives while in the north and when she returns to the South. In the north, she lives as a white woman, who is treated with respect and dignity but things change dramatically when she comes to the south. Here, she lives in daily threats, insults, attacks by thieves (24:35-26:10), and police arrests.  For instance, when she is attacked by a knife-carrying woman, the police come to defend her. However, when they later find out that she is black, they arrest her and take her to custody (16:29-18:24).  
This film also explores some visual elements that make it stand out. For instance, it employs an unreal world of black and white gothic scenes representing the past culture. The classical atmosphere in Pinky’s home in the south is depicted as shadowy as compared to the north.  Several shots are showing dilapidated homes, graveyards, shots of shadow and mist, and eerie ruins. We also see the south as a place of restlessness in the scene where Pinky is sleeping after reunion with her grandmother.  In her sleep, a squirrel disturbs her and she dreams, tossing and turning restlessly. When she wakes up, she does not remember where she is. She is only reminded by the sounds of crickets and frogs. When she opens the door, all we can see is a misty night, mossy trees coming out of shadows, and pointed woods of a ramshackle fence (Pinky, 8:39-9;00). In the next morning, we get the revelation of Pinky’s terrible house the next morning, which Pinky describes bitterly as “slave built” (10:48- 10-53). This kind of setting is a clear symbolic show of cultural context in the stereotypic difference between the whites and the colored. 



After the death of Miss Em, pinky walks to a dry goods store in the town to buy a mourning veil for the funeral day of Miss Em. When pinky arrives at the door of the stores, she slightly hesitates to enter and then steps forward to the salesgirl. .  At this point, the director plays with lighting effects by putting Pinky’s face under a shadow (1:05:35-1:05:37) before she enters, probably to display her blackness. Her face is lit up again, depicting her whiteness to show us that she is passing for white (1:05:38-1:05:40). The salesgirl at the store does not recognize that she is black and treats her with respect and dignity (1:06:21:1:06:23). 
This scene depicts a dramatic transgression of Pinky’s racial prejudice when Em’s cousin Mrs. Wooley comes into the store. Knowing pinky as a black woman, she expected to get better treatment. She calls the saleswoman to attend to her but the saleswoman asks her to wait on her to finish attending to Pinky. This angers Mrs. Wooley so much by the saleswoman not abandoning Pinky and to her first. She is even more angered by Pinky for allowing the salesgirl to attend to her ahead of a white person. However, the salesgirl has no idea that Pinky is black. Mrs. Wooley goes ahead to call the store owner and demands him to explain when the white people stated waiting for blacks for service (1:06:18-1:06:36). At this point, the director tries exploiting the whiteness on Pinky’s face by putting her under a shadow (1:06:42-1:06:44), as opposed to the way it was brightly colored when she entered the store. This scene depicts the dangers that pinky is potentially exposed to when her tricks of passing are known. She is embarrassed and seen as unjust and deceptive. 



Apart from the depiction of racial stereotypes in the film, Pinky also portrays another important theme that is worth noticing, the theme of heroism. Pinky is depicted as a heroine for the colored community in her era. Although pinky struggles with being herself and identifying herself as a black person, she chooses to identify with her people and fight for them. She had a chance to chance to go to the north and get married to Tom and live as a white person. However, when she considered that option, she realized that she would only but running away from the truth. Pinky feels free for embracing the fact that she is black. She decides to help the colored community by setting up a clinic and a school for them. She makes a hard decision of sacrificing her happiness for the sake of black people. 
Pinky also portrays the theme of heroism when Pink contests for Miss Em’s will in a courtroom. She does not fear contesting with a white person in a court in a time when the black people were highly disrespected and oppressed by the white community and the ruling system.  Contesting with Mrs. Wooley was a very bold step that Pinky took amid racial oppression. Pinky was aware that such a contest would create a great controversy in the town but she never gave up and finally won the court battle.  The act of passing-on-for white was also a show of courage, bearing in mind the consequences that would follow her if she was caught up. 


In conclusion, the film Pinky presents a character in the center of controversy because of her racial identity. This film has many instances depicting racial stereotypes held by the white people on the people of color. The director of the film tries to exploit all the elements that show the context of cultural and social lives in the deep racial prejudiced society of the 1940s. The film also exploits the theme of heroes by depicting a woman who goes against all odds to fight for her identity and seek for the good of her people.  Besides, the film is highly thrilling and amusing to watch with characters that make it very laudable. 
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